
 

 

Illinois’ Early Childhood Collaborations: 
Community Highlights and Peer Exchange 

 

Part 1 of 2: Practicing Sustainability 

How can local collaborations sustain their 
community systems efforts? 

 



Introduction 
 
 
 

Edna Navarro-Vidaurre 

Assistant Director, Community Systems 

Development 

Illinois Action for Children 



Agenda 

• Introduction and Check-in 

• Redefining Sustainability 

• Action Learning: Pilsen & Little Village 

– Peer Exchange 

• Systems Change: Aurora 

– Peer Exchange 

• Check-out and Closing 



Type your 

question here, 

then hit “send” 

Technical 

issues: 

type your 

issue in 

the chat 

box  

All participants 

will be muted. 



Check-In 

In the chat box, please 

share a question you 

hope to explore today? 

Type your 

question here, 

then hit “send” 



Redefining Sustainability 
 

Christina Foster,  
Illinois Action for Children Consultant, 

Foster What Matters, Inc. 



Common definitions 
• capable of being sustained 
• able to last or continue for a long time 
~ Merriam-Webster 

Sustainability 

Common strategy  



Understanding 
• From sustained = continue on as we have 
• To sustained = learn and adapt  

Sustainability Shifts 

Practice 
Make our work about 
changing the system 
• Action learning 
• Systems thinking 
 
 



Pilsen and Little Village 
Communities: Action Learning 

 
Dr. Rositas-Montemayor,  

Catholic Charities 



Pilsen  and Little Village 
Communities: Action Learning 



Pilsen and Little Village 
Communities: Action Learning 

 



Pilsen and Little Village 
Communities: Action Learning 



Action Learning Peer Exchange 

• How does this concept apply to 
your work? 

• Can you provide some examples 
that relate to this concept? 

 
 



Aurora Community: Systems 
Change 

 
Trish Rooney,  

SPARK 



Aurora: Systems Change 



Aurora: Systems Change 



Aurora: Systems Change 



Aurora: Systems Change 



Aurora: Systems Change 



Systems Change Peer Exchange 

• How does this concept apply to 
your work? 

• Can you provide some examples 
that relate to this concept? 

 
 



Check Out 

In the chat box, please 

answer the following 

question: 

What are you going to do 

different based on today’s 

conversation? 

Type your 

question here, 

then hit “send” 



Closing 
• This project is made possible through the generous support of The Grand Victoria 

Foundation 
 

• Today’s recording will be posted on Partner Plan Act Website 
www.partnerplanact.org/webinars   
 

• Register for upcoming webinar on : 
– January 24, 2017: Part 2 of Sustainability Series – Financing community 

systems www.partnerplanact.org/webinars  
 

• Save the Date: Spring Into Action Annual Conference, Springfield 
– March 28 – 29, 2017 
– Email advocacy@actforchildren.org or call (773) 564-8843 with any questions.  

 
• Webinar survey 

 
• Additional questions? Please send an email to partnerplanact@actforchildren.org 

http://www.partnerplanact.org/webinars
http://www.partnerplanact.org/webinars
mailto:partnerplanact@actforchildren.org

